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WILCOX COUNTY 

CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT 

2017 

ABOUT THE CPC 

CPC Members 

Briana Westry-Robinson, (District/Juvenile Judge) 

Sheryl Matthews (Co-Chair, BamaKids) 

Brandon Dale (DHR) 

Reginald Powell (Chief JPO) 

Leila Milhouse (Cahaba Mental Health) 

Andre' Saulsberry (Superintendent Wilcox County 

Schools) 

Lauri Cothran (Child Advocacy Center) 

Tamika Dial (Wilcox County Extension) 

Sheriff Earnest Evans (Wilcox County Sheriff) 

Lauretha McConnico (Wilcox County HIPPY) 

Ashley Robinson (Council on Substance Abuse) 

John Moton (Wilcox County Commission) 

Jacqueline Hives (BamaKids) 

Ethel Johnson (UAH Health Programs) 

Remonia Minor (SABRA Sanctuary) 

Danielle George (Family Sunshine Center) 

Elliot Lipinsky (Assistant District Attorney) 

Rose Garner (Lily Baptist Youth Outreach) 

Jim Emerson (Wilcox Works) 

Timothy Strong (Wilcox County Schools) 

Beke Nkiwane (SABRA Sanctuary) 

Shelia Dortch (Wilcox Brd. of Edu. Member) 

Vonetta Zeigler (Hands on River Region) 

Michael Blackburn (Wilcox County Schools) 

Darlene Thompson (Wilcox Works) 

Alicia Foster (Judicial Assistant) 

 

CPC Contacts 

Honorable Briana Westry-Robinson, Wilcox County 

District/Juvenile Judge 

Coordinator: Alicia Foster 

Alicia.Foster@alacourt.gov 

 

 

 

School Systems in County Number: 1 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented and active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Poverty Rank: 1 

What is the unemployment rate of your 
county? 

12 

What is the percentage of households 
receiving some type of public 
assistance? 

44 

Please describe access to higher 
education and job training in your county. 

There are several community colleges available to graduating 
students, 54% of graduates move forward to institutes of higher 
learning.  The local high school offers a Career Tech program. 

What are the 3 largest employers in your 
county? 

Wilcox County Board of Education, The Wilcox County Commission, 
and International Paper 

Please describe the types of jobs 
available. 

Jobs in Wilcox County are not readily available.  There are 
occasional openings in education, administration, manufacturing, 
and health services. 

Please describe the workforce. The general consensus is that our pool of educated and skilled 
workers is small.  College graduates seldom return to the county, 
due to the lack of available jobs.  A large part of the workforce does 
commute from other locations. 
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School Success Rank: 2 

What percentage of students 
successfully graduate from high school in 
your county? 

94 

Please describe programs in your county 
specifically designed to prevent high 
school dropout or to encourage drop 
back in. 

We were unable to identify any programs designed to prevent high 
school drop out or to encourage drop back in. 

What percent of students miss 10 or 
more days of school? 

27 

Please provide the number of truancy 
cases referred to early warning court. 

115 

Please provide the percentage of 
children not proficient in reading in 3rd 
grade. 

49 

Please provide the percentage of 
children not proficient in math in the 3rd 
grade. 

41 

Please describe the types of discipline 
issues in schools which disrupt or 
interfere with student performance. 
Please include suspensions and 
expulsions. 

The primary issue which disrupts or interferes with student 
performance is in-school fighting, and is also the cause of most 
suspensions and expulsions. 

Which items most apply to your county’s 
need related to school success. 

Truancy and absenteeism 

Need for alternative school placements 

Services for children with special needs 

Lack of tutoring and specialized teachers outside of school hours 

Discipline issues 

Suspensions and Expulsions 
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Parental Involvement 
and Family Engagement Rank: 3 

Percent of single parent families in your 
county 

55 

Percent of two parent families 12 

Percent of teen parents 11 

Trends of child abuse Over the past few years, we have seen an increase in the number of 
reports of child abuse 

Trends of domestic violence Increasing 

Community factors impacting trends There has been a dramatic increase in the abusive behavior in 
youth.  The primary factor impacting the trends is growing up in 
abusive situations where abuse is viewed as an acceptable way of 
life, and with very few available services that address this behavior. 

Number of children in foster care 0 

Are there enough available placements 
for foster children in your county? 

No 

Which components of parental 
involvement and family engagement 
most apply to your county? 

Access to family counseling and family mental health resources 

Engaging fathers 

Single parent families 

Support for teaching children at home 

Increased foster care placements 

Increased child abuse and domestic violence rates 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, please list your CPC’s top 10 accomplishments. For each accomplishment listed, please also answer the 

related questions. 

Accomplishment  

The Wilcox County Children's Policy Council met 
consistently, September 2016 through June 2017.  
The meetings were well attended.  There are no 
meetings held during the months of July and 
August. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? The entire community benefits from these meetings because it gives 
those agencies and organizations who work with children the 
opportunity to receive updates on services that are available and 
keeps the community up to date on changes. 

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

N/A 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Strengthening families, gang violence prevention and increasing the 
graduation rate. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishment  

Through our partnership with the Ministers and 
Faith Leaders Alliance the WCPC provided 
mentors to troubled students in local schools 
and facilitated community listening sessions 
with SPLC. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Students and parents of Wilcox county. 

How many people benefited? 1885 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

N/A 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Excessive supension and expulsion rates in local schools. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 
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Accomplishment  

On April 21, 2017 the WCPC hosted its 11th 
annual Family Summit as well as Play With A 
Purpose, and Resouce Fair. Guest speaker from 
the prison ministry for the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Students, parents, elected officials, school officials,and providers of 
child services. 

How many people benefited? 300 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

N/A 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Curbing gang violence and strengthening families. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishment  

The WCPC worked with other entities to bring 
other resources into the county, i.e. YAP, The 
Dallas County Fatherhood Program, and Hannah 
Bell Farms. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? The youth of Wilcox County and the parents will benefit from this 
accomplishment. 

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

N/A 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

These are all new initiatives that were begun during the 2017 year, we 
hope to have them all up and functioning during 2018. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


