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Accomplishments
1. Athens City Schools is proud to now offer educational support for incarcerated youth. While awaiting
sentencing or being moved to another facility, youth ages 17-21 in Alabama can spend anywhere from a
few days to a few months in locked custody at a county jail. During their time in these facilities, formal
education comes to an end. In collaboration with GradeResults, a company that facilitates these
programs across the country, Athens City Schools will provide a blended-learning approach where
students complete some of their coursework online and then receive direct instruction from a teacher
several hours each week. Representatives from GradeResults will work with the law enforcement
agencies that are participating to identify and enroll students. Through the Renaissance School, Athens
City School System will support the program by maintaining student data, providing special services as
needed, and by awarding credit. All teachers will be certified and will undergo background checks. In
addition to offering classroom instruction, GradeResults provides a mentor to each student inmate and
provides job placement services once the students are released.
2. Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, kindergarten and first grade students in Athens City
Schools will have the opportunity to be a part of an exciting new school called the SPARK Academy. A
typical elementary classroom is focused primarily on reading and mathematics. On average, students
receive thirty minutes of science instruction two to three times per week. At the SPARK Academy,
instead of putting science last in curriculum, it will be first. Building on a foundation of non-fiction reading
and literature, students will spend their day exploring science, math, engineering, and computational
skills, all while using the latest technologies. Students will have the opportunity to learn through
experiences in STEM + C fields, both in the school and the community.
3. The Limestone County Board of Education was able to secure over $122,000 in grant monies this
year to advance the arts in their school system. Art and music teachers were able to purchase supplies
and attend professional development workshops. Also all third grade students will be able to receive
violin lessons from the Huntsville Symphony Orchestra.
4. The Limestone County Career Technical Center continues to offer new career skill learning and
secured a new Plasma cutting saw and band saw for precision machining along with twenty laptops for
Health Sciences.
5. Summer meal programs are being offered during the summer months for all children from Limestone
County Schools and Athens City Schools. Owens Elementary School Cafeteria will be open June 1-July
21, Monday through Thursday. Athens Elementary and the Renaissance Academy will be open June 6-
28, Monday through Thursday. Athens High School will be open June 13-June 30, Monday through
Thursday. Athens High School Field House will be open July 11-July 28, Monday through Thursday.

6. The Limestone County Virtual School received an additional $100,000 in grant monies to provide
students who reside within areas served by Limestone County Schools the option to complete a program
of courses designed to lead to graduation and receipt of a diploma through an online, virtual platform.
Courses will follow the Alabama Courses of Study developed by the Alabama Department of Education,
as well as meet the standards established by the State Board of Education. Virtual schooling offers
students many benefits as they relate to flexibility with time and program customization. Students also
assume increased responsibility in personal time management, organization, self-direction, and personal



discipline to complete the course and school requirements. Other than daily physical attendance at the
school and any other requirements removed by Act 2015-89, students who otherwise meet the eligibility
requirements for extracurricular participation may do so at their zoned school as if they were in
attendance on campus each day.

7. Limestone County Schools made several advances for the safety of their students and staff this year.
Grant monies were secured for defibrillator units for the central office and elementary schools. FEMA
gave $822,000 to Creekside Elementary for tornado shelters. Safe Defend boxes, which contain pepper
spray, baton, flash light, trauma kit, and a whistle, were provided to every classroom in the Limestone
County Schools system. These boxes open with finger recognition swipe which then sounds an alarm,
alerts local law enforcement and sends thirty text message alerts to designated recipients. Funding was
also continued to provide a certified School Resource Officer at every county school.
8. The Community Action Partnership of North Alabama is pleased to have a Pre-K funded by the state
OSR and Head Start. There are now nine Head Start classrooms which serve predominately three year
olds. This year each classroom served twenty children. Also offered were parenting programs and
trainings, mental health services, disability services, two meals and a snack and individual planning for
each child's developmental growth. All teaching staff has early childhood degrees and background
experience.
9. The Family Resource Center provides intake assessment and referrals for families through the Family
Solutions Program. This program helps identify the needs and fill the gaps for individuals and families in
crisis or with a need that cannot be met elsewhere. It also continues to house very import agencies for
our community. Crisis Service of North Alabama (CSNA) offers comprehensive crisis intervention and
prevention services such as HELPline, Rape Response, Domestic Violence Court Advocacy, HOPE
Place Shelter, Education & Training, and Referrals. Launch Youth Services mission is to increase the
number of prepared, qualified youth entering the workforce through professional counseling and career
guidance. Launch is designed to serve all out-of-school youth between the ages of 16 and 21. Alabama
Career Center offers consultation to anyone who is in need of employment, resume preparation, and job
search assistance. Disabled Veterans Outreach Program (DVOP) is a free service available every
Tuesday. Kids and Kin program provides educational resources for those who provide childcare for a
relative's child (i.e. grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers or sisters) and is offered free through Family
Guidance Center of Alabama. Shepherd's Closet is a clothing and household closet and is available
twice a week.
10. Sarrell Dental worked closely with local schools, daycares, head starts and community organizations
to provide free dental screenings and educations to ensure that oral health needs were being met as
much as possible in Limestone County and the surrounding areas.
11. The Boys and Girls Club opened a new Teen Center in Ardmore during this year. Combined with the
Athens Teen Center, the club now serves seventy-four teens. Programs offered education, leadership,
health and fitness. The training for ALP Leadership included empowerment, creating leaders, strategic
planning, identifying personalities, and board development. The Resource Development program gives
instruction on learning to diversify your budget, long term development, planned giving programs, and
endowment. Staff of the club has attended ALP Leadership training by Boys and Girls Clubs of America
and also Resource Development training with an emphasis on Strategic Planning. The club also
partnered with NASA to provide STEM at all of club locations. All of the club sites offer free lunch and
snacks during the summer and dinner and snacks during the after school program.
12. The Children's Advocacy Center (CAC) recently had two employees become certified trainers in the
Darkness to Light Program. Darkness to Light is a program that educates adults on child sex abuse
prevention. The CAC received grant funding to present this program to all teachers in the Limestone
County Schools. Students will also be provided education to meet the requirements of Aaron's Laws. The
Darkness to Light Program will also be available to other professionals and community organizations to
educate our community in sex abuse prevention.



2016 Needs Assessment for Limestone
First Priority

Need related to children of this county
Child Safety
Need if 'other' was selected
Additional information regarding the selected need

Existing resources available to help meet this need
include:

Resources needed but unavailable to meet this
need include:

Limestone County Department of Human Resources,
Limestone County District Attorney's Office,
Limestone County Juvenile Probation Office, All Kids,
Full Tummy Project, Limestone County Churches
Involved, Sarrell Family Dental Center, Athens
Limestone Family Resource Center, Boys and Girls
Club of North Alabama, Athens Limestone Children's
Advocacy Center, Athens Limestone Hospital, Athens
Limestone Health Department, Athens Lions Club,
Athens City Schools, and Limestone County Schools.

Local Domestic Violence Shelters, Local long term
residential treatment options, early intervention drug
prevention programs, local public transportation
options, additional mental health resources for those
under 18 with specific focus on children under the
age of 13, resources to serve children with diagnosis
that include both intellectual deficiencies and mental
illness, funding to provide additional services and
bridge gaps in services.

Action steps that will result in progress toward meeting the identified need:
Low Cost/No Cost Idea:
1. Partner with local churches and other organizations to recruit volunteers to assist with transportation.
2. Coordinate with local media to spread the word about the need for foster and adoptive parents in
Limestone County.



2016 Needs Assessment for Limestone
Second Priority

Need related to children of this county
Truancy

Existing resources available to help meet this need
include:

Resources needed but unavailable to meet this
need include:

Limestone County Board of Education, Athens City
Schools Board of Education, Athens State University,
Truancy Intervention and Prevention Program of
Alabama (T.I.P.), Limestone County School Resource
Officers, Limestone County Department of Human
Resources, Athens Limestone Family Resource
Center, Boys and Girls Club of North Alabama,
Limestone County Juvenile Probation Office,
Limestone County District Attorney's Office.

School Resources Officers in each Athens City School,
expanded early earning program for both city and
county school systems, expansion and further use of
mentoring programs for truant children, expansion
of the Truancy Diversion Program.

Action steps that will result in progress toward meeting the identified need:
1. Continue to utilize and expand the Truancy Diversion Program, a partnership between T.I.P. and the
Limestone District Attorney's Office, to address truancy and the root issues that cause truancy.
Low Cost/No Cost Idea:
1. Work with local officials to encourage the expansion of early warning programs in both the city and county
schools.
2. Work with the Athens City Council, Mayor, and Chief of Police to encourage full time school resource
officers in each Athens City School.



2016 Needs Assessment for Limestone
Third Priority

Need related to children of this county
Substance Abuse

Existing resources available to help meet this need
include:

Resources needed but unavailable to meet this
need include:

Limestone County Community Corrections Program,
Limestone County Juvenile Probation Office, Athens
Limestone Family Resource Center, Limestone
County Department of Human Resources, Limestone
County Sheriff's Department, Athens City Police
Department, Ardmore City Police Department,
Limestone County District Attorney's Office.

Expanded Diversion Program for Juveniles (e.g. Drug
Court for Juveniles), Expanded drug testing for adults
involved in dependency and truancy cases, additional
I.O.P. options for adults and juveniles in Limestone
County, early warning drug prevention programs,
local long term residential treatment options for
adults and juveniles.

Action steps that will result in progress toward meeting the identified need:
1. Work with local officials to develop local long term treatment options for juveniles and adults.
2. Work with school officials and law enforcement to quickly identify substance abuse issues in juveniles and
address those through a early warning prevention program or a diversion type program.
3. Utilize resources available through Limestone Community Corrections to implement drug testing policies
for adults involved in dependency and truancy cases.
Low Cost/No Cost Idea:
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