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JACKSON COUNTY 

CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT 

2017 

ABOUT THE CPC 

CPC Members 

Angela Guess (Jackson County 

Schools)  

Ashley McLemore (JPO)  

Brent Benson (DA's Office)  

Candace Coleman (DYS)  

Carrie Bradford (Scottsboro City 

Sch.)  

Cathy Mitchell (Impact Learning 

Center)  

Dana Garner (NECC)  

David Taylor (ABC Board)  

Deb Dunsmore (GAL)  

Don Word (Judge)  

Elizabeth Wheatley (DeKalb 

CAC) 

Eric Woodall (Sheriffs Dept.) 

Erik Dohring (Scottsboro PD) 

Gayle West (Scottsboro Career 

Center) 

Gini Tucker (Crisis Services of 

N. AL) 

Jenna Mudd (Mtn. Lakes 

Behavioral Health) 

Jennifer Vines(AL Dept. Of 

Rehab. Services) 

Jessica Butler (City of 

Scottsboro) 

Kayla Magbie (Launch Program) 

Kevin Dukes (Jackson County 

Sch.) 

Kim Fossett (Impact Learning 

Center) 

Laura Thrasher (ABC Board) 

Laurel Moffat (Food Bank of N. 

AL) 

Lauren Gattis (JPO) 

Linda Rogers (Mtn. Lakes 

Behavioral Health) 

Matthew Hodges (Jackson Co. 

Commission) 

Penny Roney (AL Dept. of Public 

Health) 

Rocky Harnen(Sheriffs Dept.) 

Anna Watts (Scottsbor City Sch.) 

Stacie Jenkins (JPO) 

Kristie Crabtree (DHR) 

CPC Contacts 

Honorable Honorable Don Word, 

District/Juvenile Judge 

Coordinator: Stacie Jenkins 

stacie.jenkins@alacourt.gov 

 

School Systems in County Number: 2 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented and active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Substance Abuse Rank: 1 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

19 

 

Have above types of arrests and court 
cases increased or decreased over the 
past year? 

Decreased slightly 

 

How many children have been removed 
from homes due to parent drug use? 

100 

 

Characterize the trend of children 
removed from homes due to parent drug 
use year over year. 

We are seeing a leveling off of this trend 

 

Is there a Juvenile Drug Court in your 
county? If yes, how many juveniles went 
through the court last year? 

No.  

Please provide recidivism rate and 
accompanying information. 

Jackson County Juvenile Court did not have any juveniles charged 
with drug offenses in 2015 that obtained new drug charges in 2016.  
This is due in part to the juveniles reaching age 18 and becoming 
adults. 

 

Additional Information Kids Count Data shows the median household income dropped 
almost $6,000 over the last 11 years.  Since 2008, Jackson County 
has seen an increase of children living in poverty from 20% to 
24.8%.  Financial strains are obvious stressors with families, often 
times turning parents to alcohol or substance abuse to cope.  Prior 
to the start of Judge Word's Wellness Court, parents had little 
incentive to get clean and remain clean.  We are hopeful our 
numbers of children remaining in the custody of DHR will decrease 
along with our adult substance abuse numbers.  We are also 
hopeful, with the decrease in unemployment from 7.2% in 2014 to 
6.1% in 2016, that the number of families living in poverty will 
decline which in turn will remove the stressor that may have led 
them to alcohol or drugs. 

Characteristics that describe substance 
abuse in your county: 

 

Youth Substance Abuse 

Family Prescription Abuse 

Family Illegal Substance Abuse 

Drugs in Schools 

Lack of space to refer individuals with addiction issues 
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Parental Involvement 
and Family Engagement Rank: 2 

Percent of single parent families in your 
county 

26 

Percent of two parent families 18 

Percent of teen parents 26 

Trends of child abuse Over the past few years, we have seen an increase in the number of 
reports of child abuse 

Trends of domestic violence Increasing 

Community factors impacting trends Jackson County has a local mental health center, so it is available, 
but may not be accessible due to transportation issues or financial 
means to pay for the counseling.  Caseloads are large at Mtn. Lakes 
Behavioral Health, therefore resulting in a longer time frame 
between appointments.  Jackson County is very large in size with 
the rural outlying areas of the county significantly distanced from the 
city center where the majority of services are provided.  
Transportation is a real issue too. 

Number of children in foster care 98 

Are there enough available placements 
for foster children in your county? 

No 

Which components of parental 
involvement and family engagement 
most apply to your county? 

Access to family counseling and family mental health resources 

Engaging fathers 

Single parent families 

Increased foster care placements 

Increased child abuse and domestic violence rates 
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Mental Health Rank: 3 

Please select all statements that apply to 
your county 

We have a dire need for inpatient mental health facilities 

We have a dire need for outpatient mental health facilities and care 

We do not have enough counselors to fill the needs in our county 

Children with mental health issues is a growing problem in our 
county 

How many facilities in your community 
maintain inpatient beds for mental health 
issues? 

0 

How many available beds are for 
children? 

0 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

How many available beds are for adults? 0 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

If the demand for services is unmet, what 
are some actions taken? 

Highlands Hospital employees screeners to determine, through the 
emergency room, the extent of the mental illness that has brought 
them to the ER.  If necessary, inpatient beds are sought for adults 
and adolescents outside of Jackson County. 

Please describe the greatest mental 
health needs in your county. 

We have had an influx of juveniles with severe mental health crisis, 
and the process to get them in a long term care facility is immense 
and exhausting and placements are very limited.  These juveniles 
are very time consuming and demanding on a daily basis.  The best 
thing we have going in Jackson County is the Juvenile Court Liaison 
(JCL) who works directly with kids on probation,  eliminating the 
need for the main center to see them.  They are able to be seen 
quicker and more often. 

Which population has the greatest 
mental health needs in your county? 

18 to 54 years old 

What are the top 3 mental health 
resources in your county? 

Mountain Lakes Behavioual Healthcare, Family Life Center, AA/NA 
Recovery Groups along with Celebrate Recovery 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, is a list of your CPC’s top accomplishments. 

Accomplishment  
Mike Reese spoke to some of the County 
Schools about drugs. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? students and teachers 

How many people benefited? 300 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Substance Abuse 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

I am unsure how you would collect data for this accomplishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishment  Family Wellness Drug Court 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Parents of children involved in dependency court that have been 
selected to participate. 

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Substance Abuse 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

This is a new program that began this year, therefore data is not 
available yet on successful completions. 
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Accomplishment  Early Warning Truancy Program 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? students in both the county and city schools and the school systems 

How many people benefited? 111 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Education 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

This is the first year the Early Warning Truancy Prevention Program 
has been in place, so we have no data to compare it to yet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


