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School Systems in County Number: 2 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented and active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Substance Abuse Rank: 1 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

65 

 

Have above types of arrests and court 
cases increased or decreased over the 
past year? 

Increased significantly 

 

How many children have been removed 
from homes due to parent drug use? 

45 

 

Characterize the trend of children 
removed from homes due to parent drug 
use year over year. 

Each year, significantly more children are being removed from their 
homes due to parent drug use 

 

Is there a Juvenile Drug Court in your 
county? If yes, how many juveniles went 
through the court last year? 

No. 0 

Please provide recidivism rate and 
accompanying information. 

N/A 

 

Additional Information The need for a Substance Abuse service spectrum is significant in 
DeKalb County. We have several components but not a 
comprehensive intervention plan. We operate the DeKalb Youth 
Service Center which is a comprehensive youth service center 
licensed by the Department of Youth Services. We accept youth with 
substance abuse offenses and complete regular treatment 
interventions with the youth, including drug testing. We provide 
substance abuse awareness information through Group Counseling 
and have just added a component through CED Mental Health 
Prevention Services. We also utilize The Bridge, Inc. for formal 
substance abuse assessments and related referrals for residential 
treatment if indicated. The key missing component is adolescent out 
patient treatment services. This would allow for intensive community 
based intervention to prevent more costly and intrusive in patient 
placement. The addition of the CED Prevention Service is  an 
accomplishment of an unmet need from prior years. 

 

Characteristics that describe substance 
abuse in your county: 

 

Youth Substance Abuse 

Family Prescription Abuse 

Family Illegal Substance Abuse 

Drugs in Schools 
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Mental Health Rank: 2 

Please select all statements that apply to 
your county 

We have a dire need for outpatient mental health facilities and care 

Children with mental health issues is a growing problem in our 
county 

How many facilities in your community 
maintain inpatient beds for mental health 
issues? 

0 

How many available beds are for 
children? 

0 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

How many available beds are for adults? 18 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand is mostly met. Occasionally, there are not enough beds. 

If the demand for services is unmet, what 
are some actions taken? 

The 18 beds identified above are Senior Care beds at the local 
hospital. There are no inpatient beds available in DeKalb County. 
The closest inpatient facility for children and adolescents is in 
Gadsden, AL which is approximately 45 minutes away. The local 
Mental Health Center typically completes a crisis assessment and 
makes arrangements for the inpatient placement if indicated. Other 
therapists in the area can also make direct referrals for inpatient 
treatment if indicated. 

Please describe the greatest mental 
health needs in your county. 

The greatest mental health need in DeKalb County is the need for 
outpatient mental health therapy services for Medicaid and indigent 
children and youth. The County has multiple therapist as nd services 
but limited providers that specialize in mental health issues for 
indigent and Medicaid children. There are no PhD. Psychologists or 
Medicaid Psychiatrists in the County. The local Mental Health facility 
accepts Medicaid but focuses primarily on adult clients and has a 
part time Psychiatrist. 

Which population has the greatest 
mental health needs in your county? 

9 to 17 years old 

What are the top 3 mental health 
resources in your county? 

CED Mental Health Center, DeKalb Youth Service Center, Focus 
MD 
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Parental Involvement 
and Family Engagement Rank: 3 

Percent of single parent families in your 
county 

27 

Percent of two parent families 73 

Percent of teen parents 13 

Trends of child abuse Over the past few years, we have seen an increase in the number of 
reports of child abuse 

Trends of domestic violence Increasing 

Community factors impacting trends The DeKalb County Children's Advocacy Center maintains a strong 
presence in both school systems. The Advocacy Center has a 
therapist assigned to each school in the County. They serve "At 
Risk" children and youth through a school based effort. The 
Advocacy therapists also conduct the Child Abuse Awareness effort 
with the 2nd and 5th grade classes of an annual basis. The 
Advocacy Center also works directly with DHR to provide Forensic 
Interviews and related therapy services for victims of abuse. 

Number of children in foster care 152 

Are there enough available placements 
for foster children in your county? 

No 

Which components of parental 
involvement and family engagement 
most apply to your county? 

Access to family counseling and family mental health resources 

Engaging fathers 

Single parent families 

Support for teaching children at home 

Increased foster care placements 

Increased child abuse and domestic violence rates 

Increased adoption needs 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, is a list of your CPC’s top accomplishments. 

Accomplishment  DeKalb Youth Service Center 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? DeKalb County Schools, Fort Payne City Schools, DeKalb County 
Juvenile Court, Adolescents and their families ( involved in a Type III 
Ofense), other "At Risk" children 

How many people benefited? 85 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$150,000.00 

DeKalb County Board of Education and Fort Payne City Board of 
Education 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

#4 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

The program impacts the local school by providing immediate 
intervention with youth committing a Schedule III Offense. This has 
allowed the respective school to maintain better order and standard 
disciplinary interventions. The program has also had a positive impact 
with Juvenile Court by reducing the need for more costly out of home 
placements. 

 

 

Accomplishment  
Continuation of Tele-psychiatry and 
Psychological Testing 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? "At Risk" children and youth with Medicaid, local School Boards, DHR, 
Juvenile Court, local physicians, parents of children and youth served. 

How many people benefited? 200 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

Alabama Medicaid covers the cost of the services, the providers bill 
the respective insurance directly. 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

#2 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

The programs have served children and youth who would not have 
been served without the services. Psychiatric services are extremely 
limited in the County and PhD. Psychologist services are non-existent. 
The services have allowed children and youth to be served locally vs. 
more costly travel to out town services. 
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Accomplishment  Substance Abuse Services 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Youth with active Substance Abuse Issues and Prevention services for 
youth in DYSC. 

How many people benefited? 25 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$0.00 

Alabama Medicaid. Providers bill for services directly. 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

#1 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

The services include formal Substance Abuse Assessments for youth 
testing positive on drug screens while in DYSC. The assessment result 
in recommendations for inpatient services or outpatient intervention. 
The Bridge, Inc. completes the assessment and makes the related 
referrals. CED Mental Health will begin Prevention Services at DYSC 
in August. 

 


