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CULLMAN COUNTY 

CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT 

2017 

ABOUT THE CPC 

CPC Members 

Raydonna Sims (County Agents 

Office) ,                             

Andria Richter (attorney GAL)  

Tiffany Mitchell (Child 

Development Center)  

Cindy Keller Shabel, Lisa 

Sharpton (CRO) 

Gail Swafford, Blakely Hopper 

(CAC) 

Dr. Vicki Karolewics, Marcie Hill 

(Wallace State College) 

Lauren Cain (AL Rehab 

Services)  

Hon. Wells “Rusty” Turner 

(Judge)   

  

Hon. Greg Nicholas (Judge) 

Hon. Martha Williams (Judge) 

Wilson Blaylock (DA) 

Kenneth Walker (Cullman 

Commission)  

Kerry Watson (Cullman 

Commission) 

Jill Howell (N2college) 

Kay Bell (JPO) 

Amy Smith(DHR) 

Suzanne Patterson (City 

Schools)  

Tricia Culpepper (City Schools)  

JayPage (City Schools) 

Shane Barnett (County Schools) 

TJ (County Schools) 

Franey (County Schools) 

Karen Pinion (County Schools) 

Lisa Farnsworth (County 

Schools) 

Gina Webb (County Schools) 

Karen Rowell (County Schools) 

Scott Carpenter (County 

Schools) 

Anita Batemon (AL Dept. Public 

Health) 

Representative Randall Shedd 

Chris Vandyke (Mental Health) 

Laura Shaw (Mental Health), 

Kelly Taylor (Skills Training)  

Joy Watkins (All Kids) 

Dee Ard (com. action) 

Reginnia Roat (the link) 

CPC Contacts 

Honorable Kim Chaney, 

Presiding District Judge 32nd 

Judicial Circuit 

Coordinator: Judge Kim Chaney 

kim.chaney@alacourt.gov 

 

 

School Systems in County Number: 2 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented and active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Mental Health Rank: 1 

Please select all statements that apply to 
your county 

We have a dire need for inpatient mental health facilities 

We have a dire need for outpatient mental health facilities and care 

Children with mental health issues is a growing problem in our 
county 

How many facilities in your community 
maintain inpatient beds for mental health 
issues? 

1 

How many available beds are for 
children? 

0 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

How many available beds are for adults? 16 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

If the demand for services is unmet, what 
are some actions taken? 

most untreated mentally ill find their way into local hospital ER or the 
criminal justice system 

Please describe the greatest mental 
health needs in your county. 

not enough beds for adults 

no juvenile mental health beds state wide 

State of Alabama mental health does provide necessary services for 
adults, adolescents or juveniles in crisis  

 

Which population has the greatest 
mental health needs in your county? 

18 to 54 years old 

What are the top 3 mental health 
resources in your county? 

Cullman Area Mental Health, ER at Cullman Regioinal Medical 
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Substance Abuse Rank: 2 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

80 

 

Have above types of arrests and court 
cases increased or decreased over the 
past year? 

About the same 

 

How many children have been removed 
from homes due to parent drug use? 

120 

 

Characterize the trend of children 
removed from homes due to parent drug 
use year over year. 

Each year, significantly more children are being removed from their 
homes due to parent drug use 

 

Is there a Juvenile Drug Court in your 
county? If yes, how many juveniles went 
through the court last year? 

No.  

Please provide recidivism rate and 
accompanying information. 

 

Additional Information Meth and opiate addition 

 

Characteristics that describe substance 
abuse in your county: 

 

Youth Substance Abuse 

Family Prescription Abuse 

Family Illegal Substance Abuse 
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Transportation Rank: 3 

Please select the statement that best 
describes the availability of public 
transportation in your county. 

Limited public transportation services are available 

Please select the option which best 
describes the transportation 
infrastructure in y our county. 

The road and bridge infrastructure in our county is in desperate 
need of funding and repair. 

Which item most impacts access to 
services? 

Public transportation 

Please describe how the issue of 
transportation most impacts your county. 

There is no public transportation system other then carts buses run 
by the county which is very limited and stops at 3 pm 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, is a list of your CPC’s top accomplishments. 

Accomplishment  
Worked to increase High School Graduation 
Rates – 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? everyone 

How many people benefited? 100 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$25,000.00 

School systems 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Increase HS graduation rates 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

2007-08 HS dropout rate 2.4%    2014-15 HS dropout rate 0.8% 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishment  
Worked to decrease Distracted Driving -  Trauma 
Prevention Program 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? young at risk drivers 

How many people benefited? 200 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$12,000.00 

participants 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

increase health and safety for at risk youth 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

young drivers are selected to attend this defensive  driving  school by 
the court  and District Attorney 

participant's parents are very complementary of the program 
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Accomplishment  
Reducing Addiction and illegal drug use by using 
Drug Court 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Those with felony drug charges 

How many people benefited? 65 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$100,000.00 

grants and participants 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

reduce drug and alcohol use 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

We have about a 70 % success rate with those participating in drug 
court 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishment  

Cullman Partnership for Children, Inc- a 
nonprofit corp used for donations and to help 
facilitate grant funding 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? many different programs and agencies benefitted from this program 

How many people benefited? 1000 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$5,000.00 

donations and grants 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

funding mechanism to benefit other agencies and programs 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

successfully help funded Wallace State Pediatric Nursing Program, 
Safety and Wellness Educations for Lifestyle Learning , Judicial Award 
of Excellence, Safe Kids Expo 
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Accomplishment  

Cullman Human Trafficking Taskforce -  trained 
60 training officers from different law 
enforcments agencies across the state of 
Alabama 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? 50 different law enforcement agencies 

How many people benefited? 60 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$2,300.00 

donations and cullman partnership for children 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Worked to provide internet and comminity safety for the comunity 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

Cullman Human Trafficking Task Force has partnered with US 
Homeland Security Blue Campaign and has worked bring training and 
public awareness about internet safety and human trafficking to over 
500 people including over 100 law enforcement officers. 

 


