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CLEBURNE COUNTY 
CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT 
2018 

ABOUT THE CPC 

CPC Members 

Melody Walker (Judge) 

Marsha Busby (DHR) 

Leslie Smith (DHR) 

Anna Shinn (Mental Health) 

Arnika Whitaker (Youth Services) 

Kimberly Payne (Rehabilitation services) 

Dennis Green (Sheriff) 

Martha Wise (Alcoholic Beverage Control Board) 

Chad Young(Super Intendent) 

Jonathan Fordham (JPO) 

Elizabeth Payne(Health Dept.) 

Eric Snyder (DA) 

Ryan Robertson (County Commission) 

Cotina Houston (Family Links) 

Debby Matthews (Alabama Extension) 

Kara Brooks (Calhoun/Cleburne Children’s 

Center) 

Meredith Howle (Head Start) 

Nancy Vernon (ATTY) 

Jennifer Argo (ATTY) 

Allison Miller (ATTY) 

CPC Contacts 

Honorable Judge Melody Walker, District Judge; 

melody.walker@alacourt.gov 

Coordinator: Jonathan Fordham; 

jonathan.fordham@alacourt.gov 

 

 

 

 

501(c)3 Status Cleburne County 

Is this CPC a 501(c)3? N/A 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find below both your originally ranked (2017) needs and new (2018) top 3 needs and the information about 

those needs. 

Needs as Originally Ranked and Corresponding Data (2017) 

Poverty Rank: 1 

What is the unemployment rate of your 
county? 

6% 

What is the percentage of households 
receiving some type of public 
assistance? 

16% 

Neighborhoods and 
Housing Rank: 2 

Does the county have a significant 
population living in chaotic 
neighborhoods i.e. neighborhoods with 
high crime rate, poor quality of housing, 
vandalism, graffiti, reported domestic 
violence, abandoned buildings and drug 
activity? If yes, describe the population 
living in such conditions. 

Yes. There is not enough suitable and safe housing. Affordable 
housing is our main issue. Due to this, we find adults and children 
living in campers/trailers with no running water, power, food and the 
home is dereating in the elements (Leaky Roofs, mold) 

If homelessness is a problem in your 
county, please describe scope and 
causes. 

Yes, Many of our homeless adults in the community suffer from 
mental health issues. 

Substance Abuse Rank: 3 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

3 

 

How many children have been removed 
from homes due to parent drug use? 

62 
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Ranking of Needs and Corresponding Data for 2018 

Poverty | Rank: 1 

What is the unemployment rate of your 
county? 

6% 

Percentage of households receiving 
public assistance? 

16% 

Housing and Neighborhoods | Rank: 2 

Does your county have a significant 
population living in chaotic 
neighborhoods? 

Yes 

If homelessness is a problem in your 
community? 

Yes 

Substance Abuse | Rank: 3 

Number of juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

3 

 

How many children have been removed 
from their homes due to parent drug use? 

62 

 

 


