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CLEBURNE COUNTY 

CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT 

2017 

ABOUT THE CPC 

CPC Members 

Melody Walker (Judge) 

Marsha Busby (DHR) 

Leslie Smith (DHR) 

Anna Shinn (Mental Health) 

Arnika Whitaker (Youth Services) 

Kimberly Payne (Rehabilitation services) 

Dennis Green (Sheriff) 

Martha Wise (Alcoholic Beverage Control Board) 

Chad Young(Super Intendent) 

Jonathan Fordham (JPO) 

Elizabeth Payne(Health Dept.) 

Eric Snyder (DA) 

Ryan Robertson (County Commission) 

Cotina Houston (Family Links) 

Debby Matthews (Alabama Extension) 

Kara Brooks (Calhoun/Cleburne Children’s Center) 

Meredith Howle (Head Start) 

Nancy Vernon (ATTY) 

Jennifer Argo (ATTY) 

Allison Miller (ATTY) 

CPC Contacts 

Honorable JUDGE MELODY WALKER, 7TH 

CIRCUIT DISTRICT JUDGE CLEBURNE COUNTY 

JUDGE MELODY WALKER 

Coordinator: KATI JONES 

KATI.JONES@ALACOURT.GOV 

 

School Systems in County Number: 8 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented but not all are active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Poverty Rank: 1 

What is the unemployment rate of your 
county? 

6 

What is the percentage of households 
receiving some type of public 
assistance? 

16 

Please describe access to higher 
education and job training in your county. 

GED CLASSES, TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS 

What are the 3 largest employers in your 
county? 

SOUTHWIRE, SEWELLS, LE BELL 

Please describe the types of jobs 
available. 

TEACHING, FACTORY, ELECTRICAL, PIPELINE, 
MANUFACTURING WIRE 

Please describe the workforce. Most of the jobs available in Cleburne County are out of town 
projects. Much of the workforce works out the town, and or state for 
months at a time.  
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Housing and 
Neighborhoods Rank: 2 

Please identify the housing disorders 
which are common in the county related 
to substandard housing. 

Broken windows 

Exposed wires 

Peeling paint 

Rodents 

Other unsanitary or unsafe conditions of housing 

Does the county have a significant 
population living in chaotic 
neighborhoods i.e. neighborhoods with 
high crime rate, poor quality of housing, 
vandalism, graffiti, reported domestic 
violence, abandoned buildings and drug 
activity? If yes, describe the population 
living in such conditions. 

Yes. There is not enough suitable and safe housing. Affordable 
housing is our main issue. Due to this, we find adults and children 
living in campers/trailers with no running water, power, food and the 
home is dereating in the elements (Leaky Roofs, mold) 

Please describe the chaotic 
neighborhoods in relation to the 
community as a whole. 

Limited in pockets of communities 

If housing affordability is a need in your 
county, please describe causes and 
impacts. 

Yes, due to a lot of people living in poverty due to lack of jobs and 
resources families can not afford homes that our structurally sound. 

If homelessness is a problem in your 
county, please describe scope and 
causes. 

Yes, Many of our homeless adults in the community suffer from 
mental health issues. 
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Substance Abuse Rank: 3 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and 
substance violations: 

3 

 

Have above types of arrests and court 
cases increased or decreased over the 
past year? 

Increased somewhat 

 

How many children have been removed 
from homes due to parent drug use? 

62 

 

Characterize the trend of children 
removed from homes due to parent drug 
use year over year. 

Each year, significantly more children are being removed from their 
homes due to parent drug use 

 

Is there a Juvenile Drug Court in your 
county? If yes, how many juveniles went 
through the court last year? 

No.  

Please provide recidivism rate and 
accompanying information. 

 

Additional Information Poverty and Mental health issues in our community has shown that 
they will be more acceptable to substance abuse. Those we come in 
contact with within the county either self-medicate, or unfortunately 
are a product of generational drug use. 

 

Characteristics that describe substance 
abuse in your county: 

 

Youth Substance Abuse 

Underage Alcohol Sales 

Family Prescription Abuse 

Family Illegal Substance Abuse 

Drugs in Schools 

Lack of space to refer individuals with addiction issues 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, is a list of your CPC’s top accomplishments. 

Accomplishment  

HEARTS remains a Family Service Center and 
continues to provide needed resources for the 
people of Cleburne County. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Those who need finacial assistance 

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$100,000.00 

Churches, business, fundraisers, grants, other 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Cancer patients who need financial help benefits from HEARTS. 
Those who need food, water and clothing benefit as well. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

Open pantry for people in need to come and get food for their family. 

 

Accomplishment  

DHR has entered into a border agreement with 
the state of Georgia. The purpose is to enable 
DHR to place children more quickly when there is 
appropriate family living in Georgia. A safety 
plan is used preventing children from entering 
foster care. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? CHILDREN NEEDING PLACEMENT 

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 
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Accomplishment  

Remediation and tutoring continue to be 
provided at the Cleburne County High School. 
Students that are at-risk to drop out are enabled 
to graduate sooner by using a computer based 
program. 

Who benefited from this accomplishment?  

How many people benefited?  

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

 

 


