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School Systems in County Number: 8 

Are school systems in the county active 
on the CPC? 

Yes, all are represented but not all are active 

Does your county currently conduct a 
youth survey? If yes, please describe 

No 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The sections below relate to the needs of children ages birth to 19 in your community as well as the families of those 

children.  

Please find the rank of your top 3 needs and the information about those 3 needs. 

Substance Abuse Rank: 1 

Number of Juvenile arrests for drug and substance violations: 14 

 

Have above types of arrests and court cases increased or 
decreased over the past year? 

About the same 

 

How many children have been removed from homes due to 
parent drug use? 

26 

 

Characterize the trend of children removed from homes due to 
parent drug use year over year. 

We are seeing a leveling off of this trend 

 

Is there a Juvenile Drug Court in your county? If yes, how 
many juveniles went through the court last year? 

No.  

Please provide recidivism rate and accompanying information.  

Additional Information Most of the students that come through the 
STAR program are there because of 
drug/substance abuse. More and more young 
people are having access to drugs. 

Characteristics that describe substance abuse in your county: 

 

Youth Substance Abuse; Underage Alcohol 
Sales; Family Prescription Abuse; Family 
Illegal Substance Abuse 
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Mental Health Rank: 2 

Please select all statements that apply to 
your county 

We have a dire need for inpatient mental health facilities 

We have a dire need for outpatient mental health facilities and care 

We do not have enough counselors to fill the needs in our county 

Children with mental health issues is a growing problem in our 
county 

Services are only available for those with ability to pay. 

How many facilities in your community 
maintain inpatient beds for mental health 
issues? 

1 

How many available beds are for 
children? 

0 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

How many available beds are for adults? 12 

Does the number listed above meet the 
demand? 

Demand almost always exceeds the supply of available beds. 

If the demand for services is unmet, what 
are some actions taken? 

Children and adults have to seek "out of county" services. Our local 
mental clinic has such a back log of cases it takes forever to get an 
appointment. Refer to other counties for needed services. 

Please describe the greatest mental 
health needs in your county. 

Having enough mental health counselors to take care of the 
tremendous caseload. Lack of facilities, and programs that inform 
the public about what to do for our mentally challenged clients. 

Which population has the greatest 
mental health needs in your county? 

18 to 54 years old 

What are the top 3 mental health 
resources in your county? 

CED Mental Health, Private Psychlogists, and the use of a family 
physician. 
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School Success Rank: 3 

What percentage of students 
successfully graduate from high school in 
your county? 

93 

Please describe programs in your county 
specifically designed to prevent high 
school dropout or to encourage drop 
back in. 

Cherokee County offers credit recovery and Career Quest. Of the 
two, Career Quest is very beneficial to helping students graduate. 
Our system also provides the opportunity for students to attend 
summer school to make-up classes  so that they will not be so far 
behind in school. Credit Recovery is mostly obtained during summer 
school. 

What percent of students miss 10 or 
more days of school? 

114 

Please provide the number of truancy 
cases referred to early warning court. 

255 

Please provide the percentage of 
children not proficient in reading in 3rd 
grade. 

63 

Please provide the percentage of 
children not proficient in math in the 3rd 
grade. 

47 

Please describe the types of discipline 
issues in schools which disrupt or 
interfere with student performance. 
Please include suspensions and 
expulsions. 

The discipline issues revolve around two problems: Cell phone use 
and violations of dress code. Cell phones cause a multitude of 
problems. Texting in class and the ability to cheat on exams. 
Violation of dress codes could be anything from revealing clothes 
and violation of unusual hair color/distracting eye contacts resulting 
in 258 suspensions. 

Which items most apply to your county’s 
need related to school success. 

Child literacy rates 

Truancy and absenteeism 

Discipline issues 

Suspensions and Expulsions 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Below, is a list of your CPC’s top accomplishments. 

Accomplishment  STAR Program 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? Teens ages 12-17 years old. 

How many people benefited? 30 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$150,000.00 

DYS 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Helping keep juvenile delinquents from having to spend time away 
from their homes. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

The STAR program has been a tremendous in keeping students that 
have had troubles to be able to receive services and stay home with 
their parents. 

 

Accomplishment  Pre-K Site at every school in the county 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? All 4 year olds that attend. 

How many people benefited? 120 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$100,000.00 

State Board of Education 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Gives the 4 year olds a "head start" when they attend public school 
Kindergarten. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

More children are ready to begin their Kindergarten careers. 

 

Accomplishment  SO-COOL 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? children that might have been left at home alone during the summer 

How many people benefited? 200 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$10,000.00 

Rotary Club and other interested agencies. 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

Children have supervision when otherwise they would not. 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

Students have the opportunity to be with caring counselors during the 
summer. Many of the counselors are young males which gives the 
young boys an outstanding role model. 
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Accomplishment  SADD conference 

Who benefited from this accomplishment? 11th and 12th grade students from our schools 

How many people benefited? 450 

Amount and source of funds dedicated to 
this accomplishment 

$5,000.00 

Local muncipulaties, Board of Education, and individual 
donors/business. 

Which community need did (or does) this 
accomplishment address? 

It helped students make better decisions... 

Please list the indicators/ data that show 
this program is working to address the 
identified need. 

The data is not in on this years program. But, the program provided 
was very helpful. 

 


